
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 2025 

 
Dear Williamsville South Juniors and Parents, 

Congratulations! You are about to embark on a very exciting time for you and your families making 
post high school plans! Do you want to attend college? There are many options, from community 
and technical colleges, to small private colleges and SUNY colleges. Each has its own distinct 
advantages and benefits. Perhaps you will be seeking full-time employment or looking into the 
military. This booklet will provide the necessary information needed to make a decision that is right 
for you. 

The major decision of where to attend college can feel overwhelming, but it need not be a complex, 
difficult process. Taking a little time to do homework can help you make informed choices which 
will have a tremendous impact on your life. We encourage you to take the time to make an 
appointment with your counselors, ask questions, and gather data. 

Colleges are welcoming students for college visits (either virtually or in person). Even if you have to 
start with a virtual tour and admissions information session it is a great way to begin the process and 
gather information. 

*Student Services will routinely post college events for students to attend or any college/career fair 
informational event we become aware of. 

Remember, the more informed you are, the more comfortable you will feel with your decision. 
 

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Lanni-Manley Mrs. Peller Mr. VanDerMeid Mrs. Jacobs 
School Counselor School Counselor School Counselor School Counselor 

A-D, O E-K L-R (without O) S-Z 

elanni-manley@ kpeller@ kvandermeid@ tjacobs@ 

@williamsvillek12.org 



 
 
 

 
●​ Take the SAT and/or ACT as a Junior. The goal is to try and have your testing 

complete prior to senior year. The very last opportunity to improve your score 
would be the very beginning of your senior year. If you are planning on attending a 
4-year college this is often required. It is nice to have all your testing done before 
submitting applications. 

●​ Use the school based internet web-site to explore colleges, various majors, and ca- 
reer interest inventories. http://student.naviance.com/willshs (click on Single Sign 
On, then use: WITS login, google password) 

●​ Check out the college campuses by attending either a virtual or campus visitation. 
The goal is to complete many visits prior to senior year which will help you in 
determining applications. Use early fall to finalize campus visits & interviews. 

●​ Attend the “College Information Night” in the spring. The night is a panel 
presentation where college representatives discuss the college admissions process. 

When: March 17th @ 6:30PM   
Where: Williamsville South HS 

●​ Attend the National College Fair (Convention Center) Field Trip on March 18th, 
first come first serve juniors. You can also find information on colleges and virtual 
fairs at https://www.nacacattend.org/fairs. 

●​ Financial Aid Exploration—Financial Aid Forms will be processed in October of 
the Senior Year. Learn more about the process. Also attend the spring “Financial 
Aid Information Night” 

When:  November 6th @ 6:30PM  
Where: Williamsville North HS 

●​ Colleges like to see senior year courses of study which are characterized by 
appropriate challenge and rigor. It means that colleges want to see evidence in your 
courses that you are willing to stretch intellectually and academically in core areas of 
curriculum. Keep challenging core classes and consider                                   
Advanced Placement or a course with a college articulation                           
agreement when selecting your schedule—everything counts. 

 

https://student.naviance.com/willshs
https://www.nacacattend.org/fairs


WINTER 

♦​ Use your PSAT score report as a tool to prepare for the SAT. Develop SAT/ACT preparation 

plan and register to take the SAT and/or ACT. 

♦​ SAT:​ Collegeboard www.collegeboard.org has teamed up with Khan Academy 
www.khanacademy.org/sat and the Bluebook App for free SAT practice. Use SAT preparation 
books, or take a prep class. 

♦​ Download from the app store: Daily practice for the SAT (provides a SAT question every day). 

♦​ ACT: use the ACT website https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/ 
test-preparation/math-practice-test-questions.html?page=0&chapter=0 for preparation materi- 
al, ACT preparation books, or take a prep course. 

♦​ Counselors meet with juniors regarding senior year courses, SAT/ACT information, discuss 
post high school opportunities. When selecting classes for next year, keep in mind colleges 
want to see students who are gaining momentum and maintaining rigorous core classes. 

♦​ Review how to use “Naviance” with the school counselor. Explore resources such as guide 
books, scholarships, and volunteerism. 

♦​ Take advantage of February break to explore college websites, identify criteria to use in assist- 
ing the college search process, start making lists of schools to visit, review the college admis- 
sion criteria. 

SPRING & SUMMER 

♦​ Take the SAT and/or ACT in the spring. Use fall of senior year for final SAT/ACT testing and 
to improve scores for potential scholarship opportunities (colleges determine scores). 

♦​ Develop a list of colleges to visit. Utilize break times such as spring break, summer vacation 
and early fall. 

♦​ A great time to visit is spring of your junior year. Look at Campus Visit schedules on the col- 
lege websites. Register for Campus Visits right on the college website or call the campus. Even 
if you can’t get to a campus you can still do a virtual tour and/or speak directly to an ad- 
missions representative and/or head of a department of the college major you are interested in. 
Check out NACAC Virtual College Fairs: www.virtualcollegefairs.org 

♦​ Consider specific factors such as college major or interest area, academic abilities/performance, 
athletics, and/or special programs. (Military Academy admissions process should be started). 

♦​ Take advantage of learning opportunities such as volunteerism, internship, leadership develop- 
ment, and service. 

♦​ Apply for NCAA eligibility for college sports Division I and II only. Applications available 
through the clearinghouse at www.eligibilitycenter.org. 

https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
https://bluebook.collegeboard.org/students/download-bluebook
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/events
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


AUGUST—FALL OF SENIOR YEAR 

♦​ Finalize any admissions testing such as ACT and SAT (Try to have all testing complete 
by October). Make sure scores are released to the college campus when registering for 
testing. You get four for free when you register—you have to pay a testing agency 
later. 

♦​ Some college majors such as Physician Assistant, Nursing, and a few other specialty 
programs have EARLY admission dates. Students will have to be prepared for early 
applica- tion deadlines. Be prepared to work on college applications in August. Check 
deadlines with the colleges. 

♦​ Once school starts school counselors will review information about the college 
application process. Counselors will see students in classroom settings and have 
individual meetings. 

♦​ Be prepared to apply to college EARLY in the senior year. Scholarships are most often 
given to early applicants. 

♦​ There are several opportunities for students to have direct contact with admission 
representatives who review applications. At South students are invited to attend two 
different college fairs. Daemen and Hilbert College host a very large college fair in the 
evening for families to attend. 

♦​ Many college representatives visit the South Career Center. Make sure to check daily 
announcements to check dates and times colleges will be in the Career Center. 

♦​ Students apply for financial aid in December of senior year. 

♦​ Apply for scholarships and explore college and career websites such as Naviance. 

♦​ Attend College Open House programs, finalizing visits, and college interviews. 
 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    Digital SAT​ ​​ ​ ​  ACT   

                                         www.sat.org/register 

●​ March 14 
Regular Registration:​  2/27 
Late Registration:​  3/3 

●​ May 2 
Regular Registration:​ 4/17 
Late Registration:​ 4/21 

●​ June 6 
Regular Registration:​  5/22 
Late Registration:​  5/26 

●​ August 15th Anticipated 
●​ September 12th Anticipated 
●​ October 3rd Anticipated 
●​ November 7th Anticipated 

SAT —$68 
Late Registration $34 in addition to reg. fee 
*Visit the college board website to learn about 
additional fees for change in test site or cancellation. 

  

        

       www.act.org 

​  
●​ February 14 

Regular Registration:   1/9 
Late Registration:         1/23 

●​ April 11 
Regular Registration:   3/6 
Late Registration:         3/24 

●​ June 13 
Regular Registration:    5/8 
Late Registration:          5/29 

 
 
 

ACT w/no Essay—$68 ACT 
with Essay—$93                      
Science Add-on fee $4 
Late Registration $40 in addition to reg. 
fee 

 
●​ Williamsville South School Code Number is 335982 
●​ If you are eligible for free/reduced lunch please see your counselor for a form    

needed for a fee-waiver for the SAT/ACT 
●​ Both SAT and ACT require students to upload a photo as part of the registration 

process. Review the specifications on the website. 
●​ ACT students will have a choice to complete an optional Essay. Only highly 

selected colleges will require the testing with an essay. The colleges determine the 
need for and use of the optional Essay plan accordingly. 

●​ Students can choose up to four colleges to receive scores (can be done when 
registering—nine days after the test). Fees beyond these dates. 

●​ For more information on click on SAT fees for the SATs or ACT 
fees for the ACTs. 

http://www.sat.org/register
http://www.act.org
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/fees
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/fees.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/fees.html


 
 

 
 

 



 



 



 

INFORMATION ON THE SAT 
 

♦​ The SAT test length is 2 hours and 15 minutes 
♦​ The exam is scored on a 1600 point scale. Evidence-based reading and writing, and 

Math scores (both up to 800) for the total score of up to 1600. 
♦​ The exam is now ONLY in a digital format. 

 
♦​ Students do NOT lose points for wrong answers. Maximize their potential score. 

 
Section​ Length​ Question Type 

 
Evidence Based​ Command of Evidence, Words 
Reading &​ 64 minutes​ in Context. 
Writing & Lang.​ 54 questions​ Assesses skill in revising 

and editing a range of text in 
a variety of subjects, 
correct grammar, usage, and 
punctuation. 

Math​ 70 min.​ ​Math typically learned first 
44 questions total​  3 years of HS (Algebra I/II, 
All questions with​ Problem Solving, etc. ) 
calculator 

SAT provides students with a breakdown of test scores and cross-tests scores for 
additional student information. 

 
 

●​ Fee waivers are available in Guidance for both SAT & ACT if you are on Free or 
Reduced Lunch. 

 
●​ ACT or SAT? Check out both as they are both equally accepted by colleges. 
●​ The College Board is partnering with Khan Academy to provide practice questions 

based on results. In addition you can find practice exams on the Bluebook App. 
●​ The PSAT is offered to both Sophomores and Juniors to take in October only. 
●​ The SAT and/or the ACT should be taken in the spring of your Junior year. 

 

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/practice-preparation/official-sat-practice-khan-academy
https://bluebook.collegeboard.org/students/download-bluebook
https://bluebook.collegeboard.org/students/download-bluebook


 
 
 

  ****This list is collected to assist our students in finding opportunities available for SAT/ ACT 
preparation. Students and their parents should research each program carefully. Williamsville South 
High School does not endorse an individual program. 

 

 
Kaplan 1-800-Kap-test www.KapTest.com 

Williamsville 
Community Education 

626-8080 williamsville.augusoft.net 

Test Preps 
(Melissa Cook) 

574-7349 www.testprepsbuffalo.com 

Strategies for Success 
Jantzi Test Prep, Inc 

1-800-881-4SAT or 
843-881-4SAT 

www.4satprep.com 

Ellen G. Palmer 636-0342 LNPalmer@aol.com 

The Princeton Review 212-874-8282 www.princetonrewiew.com 

Trocaire College 716-827-2435  

Atlas Test Prep 716-361-6413 www.AtlasTestPrep.com 

Sylvan Learning 565-0572, 1-800-240-1124 sylvanwny@aol.com 
www.educate.com/centers/14226 

Huntington Learning Center 716-633-4565 www.williamsville.huntington 
learning.com 

Wilson Daily Prep 851-1800 www.wilsondailyprep.com 

M & M FastTrack 677-4324 
 

All Pro Tutoring/Test Prep 400-2767/310-3319 www.allprotutoring.com 
 

http://www.kaptest.com/
http://www.testprepsbuffalo.com/
http://www.4satprep.com/
mailto:LNPalmer@aol.com
http://www.princetonrewiew.com/
http://www.atlastestprep.com/
mailto:sylvanwny@aol.com
http://www.educate.com/centers/14226
http://www.williamsville.huntington/
http://www.wilsondailyprep.com/
http://www.allprotutoring.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Type of School 
●​ 4 Year College or Universities: Vary in size and types of majors they offer, 

athletics, and so much more. Students will leave after completion of about 120 
hours of study and receive a Bachelors degree. 

 
●​ 2 Year or Community : Offer an Associates Degree after the completion of two 

years of full-time study in a particular program. They frequently offer technical 
programs that prepare you for immediate entry into the job market. Many 
community colleges offer Certificate Programs for a variety of vocations. 

 
●​ State vs. Private  State schools are usually less expensive, particularly for 

in-state residents. They get most of their money from the state or local 
governments. Private colleges rely on tuition fees, 
endowments, and other private sources. Private colleges are 
usually smaller and can offer more personalized attention. 
Private schools can narrow the cost with scholarships and aid. 



Web Resources 
 
 

While this list is certainly not inclusive of all college-related web 

sites, we have found that these sites are particularly helpful. 

●​ Naviance (http://student.naviance.com/willshs The school districts on-line college search engine, 
career exploration inventories, resume and portfolio builder. (login required) 

 
●​ College Board Online  (www.collegeboard.org) 

SAT I and SAT II information, college search, scholarship search, financial aid, AP exams 

●​ ACT, Inc.  (www.act.org) 
College planning, financial aid need estimator, career information, ACT testing. 

 
●​ KhanAcademy (www.khanacademy.org) SAT 

preparation for the New SAT. 

●​ State University of New York (www.SUNY.edu) 
Information regarding the SUNY application process, colleges, online applications 

●​ New York’s Private Colleges and Universities  (www.nycolleges.org) Admission and 
financial aid information for New York State independent colleges 

●​ WNY College Connection (www.nycollegeconnection.com) Info on 
colleges in Western New York 

●​ Campus Tours and Maps (www.ecampustours.com) 
Create a login to access virtual tours, college links, career exploration and much more. 

●​ The Common Application  (www.commonapp.org) 
The Common Application—college application website used by over 500 colleges 

●​ NYS Career Zone (www.careerzone.ny.gov) 

●​ Finding a Career that is right for you (www.learnhowtobecome.org) 

●​ Occupational Outlook Handbook  (www.bls.gov.ooh) 

●​ O*Net Online www.onetonline.org 

●​ Career/Apprenticeship information  www.careeronestop.org 
●​  
●​ Dept. of Labor information on apprenticeships  www.apprenticeships.gov 

●​ NCAA Clearinghouse (www.eligibilitycenter.org) 
Clearinghouse for registration and information on NCAA Division I & II athletics 

http://student.naviance.com/willshs
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.suny.edu/
http://www.nycolleges.org/
http://www.nycollegeconnection.com/
http://www.ecampustours.com/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.careerzone.ny.gov/
http://www.learnhowtobecome.org/
http://www.hesc.ny.gov/
http://www.onetonline.org/
http://www.careeronestop.org/
http://www.apprenticeships.gov/
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


 
●​ Next Step Magazine (www.nextstepu.com) 

Various articles & college information. Nice info. from the student perspective as well. 

●​ FAFSA  (www.fafsa.ed.gov) 
Online form to complete Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

●​ FastWeb  (www.fastweb.com) 
Scholarship search, college directory and links to college sites. 

●​ FINAID  (www.finaid.org) 
Comprehensive free resources for student financial aid information. Free scholarship 
search, financial aid calculator, glossary and bibliography. 

●​ Higher Education Services Corporation   (www.hesc.ny.gov) State and 
federal aid information, link to other college or lender web sites. 

●​ Cappex (www.cappex.com) 
Create a login. Access info. on college admission, scholarships, and much more. 

●​ Chegg (www.chegg.com) 
Directory of colleges, scholarships, study abroad, and much more. 

●​ RaiseMe (http://raise.me) 
Create a profile, micro-scholarships are listed by colleges for different sets of criteria. 

●​ Peterson’s Education Center  (www.petersons.com) Valuable 
resources on schools from k-12 through graduate study. 

●​ Princeton Review  www.princetonreview.com 
Advice on colleges, careers and graduate school, with a yearly ranking of colleges as 
determined by college students themselves. 

●​ College Express www.collegexpress.com 
Information on Colleges, Scholarships, college rankings, and much more. 

●​ Go See Campus  www.goseecampus.com 
College Trip Planner, College Search, College Resources and Advice 

●​ CollegeWeekLive  www.collegeweeklive.com 
Live chat’s with college admission, insider advice, live presentations. 

●​ U.S. Airforce www.airforce.com Air Force Academy https://www.usafa.af.mil/ 
●​ U.S. Army www.goarmy.com 
●​ U.S. Marines  www.marines.com 
●​ U.S. Navy www.navy.com Naval Academy https://www.usna.edu/homepage.php 
●​ U. S. Merchant Marine Academy:  https://www.usmma.edu/ 

http://www.nextstepu.com/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.hesc.ny.gov/
http://www.cappex.com/
http://www.chegg.com/
http://raise.me/
http://www.petersons.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.collegexpress.com/
http://www.goseecampus.com/
http://www.collegeweeklive.com/
http://www.airforce.com/
https://www.usafa.af.mil/
http://www.goarmy.com/
http://www.marines.com/
http://www.navy.com/
https://www.usmma.edu/
https://www.usna.edu/homepage.php
https://www.usmma.edu/


Scholarship Web Sites 
 

Many Scholarships are sent directly to Williamsville South from local organizations. The first place you should 
begin looking for scholarships is in the WSHS Career Center or on-line through Naviance. 

 

1.​ http://student.naviance.com/willshs 
2.​ www.fastweb.com 

3.​ www.collegeboard.org 

4.​ www.finaid.org/scholarships 
5.​ www.findtuition.org/scholarships 
6.​ www.kaplan.edu/scholarships 
7.​ www.findtherightscholarship.com (trades) 
8.​ www.unigo.com/scholarships 
9.​ www.scholarships.com 
11.​www.studentscholarships.org 
12.​http://www.wnyschoolcounselor.org 

13.​ www.cappex.com 
14.​ www.freschinfo.com 
15.​ www.collegedata.com 
16.​ www.scholarshipamerica.org 
17.​ www.supercollege.com 
18.​ www.meritaid.com 
19.​ www.mycollegescholarships.org 

20.​ www.collegescholarships.org 
21.​ www.peterson’s.com 
22.​ www.nextstudent.com 
23.​www.salliemae.com 

 
Scholarship Scams; What to Look For 

The following are some tell-tale signs a prospective scholarship is less than reputable. 

The scholarship requires an application fee - No matter how upstanding the organization awarding the scholarship 
appears at first glance, if they’re asking for money up front with your application, be wary. You should never have to 
give money to get money for scholarships. 

The scholarship is "guaranteed" - There are no guarantees in life, and the realm of scholarships is no exception to this 
rule. Be instantly suspicious if anyone tries to tell you that you’re guaranteed financial help. 

The “free seminar” scam - You may come across opportunities for “free” seminars providing scholarship information. 
They will proclaim that “you can’t get this information anywhere else” and will only provide it to you after you’ve paid 
a fee. 

There are two big problems with this situation. For one, you can always get the information somewhere else. The Inter- 
net is a great resource for finding information about scholarships, and it can connect you with specific people who can 
answer your questions. Also, don’t underestimate the knowledge of your school counselor. They are there to help you 
and may have scholarship information you will find useful. 

The second problem with this situation goes back to the first point illustrated here: you should not have to pay to get the 
information, when there are plenty of free resources out there. 

“We’ll do the work for you” - Few people enjoy filling out scholarship applications and writing essays for them, but 
it’s a necessary evil. If anyone—an organization, consultant, individual, or other—offers to do the work for you, stay 
away. Nothing worthwhile in life comes without a little elbow grease on your part. 

You’ve been selected as a finalist for a contest you never entered - If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. 

What to do if you suspect scholarship fraud - If you come across a scholarship you believe to be a scam, or you’re a 
victim of scholarship fraud, you can report it to the Federal Trade Commission (FDC) or go to Fraud.org. 

http://student.naviance.com/willshs
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships
http://www.findtuition.org/scholarships
http://www.kaplan.edu/scholarships
http://www.findtherightscholarship.com/
http://www.unigo.com/scholarships
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.studentscholarships.org/
http://www.wnyschoolcounselor.org/
http://www.cappex.com/
http://www.freschinfo.com/
http://www.collegedata.com/
http://www.scholarshipamerica.org/
http://www.supercollege.com/
http://www.meritaid.com/
http://www.scholarshiphelp.org/
http://www.collegescholarships.org/
http://www.nextstudent.com/
http://www.salliemae.com/
http://www.fraud.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
●​ Arrange to meet with a profession in the major you're interested in prior to the visit. 
●​ Talk to coaches of sports in which you might participate. 
●​ Get business cards and names of people you meet for future contacts. 
●​ Pick up financial aid brochures. 

●​ Participate in a group information session at the admissions office. 
●​ Sit in on a class of a subject that interests you. 
●​ Talk to a student or counselor in the career center. 
●​ Spend the night in a dorm 
●​ Read the student newspaper 
●​ Try to find other student publications—department newsletters, alternative newspapers, 

literary reviews. 
●​ Scan bulletin boards to see what day-to-day student life is like. 

●​ Eat in the cafeteria. 
●​ Ask students why they chose the college. 
●​ Wander around the campus by yourself. 
●​ Read for a little while in the library to see what it’s like. 
●​ Search for your favorite book in the library. 
●​ Ask students what they hate about the college. 
●​ Ask students what they love about the college. 
●​ Browse in the college bookstore. 
●​ Walk or drive around the community surrounding the campus 
●​ Ask students what they do on weekends. 
●​ Listen to the college radio station. 
●​ Try to see a dorm that you didn’t see on tour. 
●​ Imagine yourself attending this college for four years. 



 
                              

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

                      Admissions 
●​ What are admission requirements

College Admissions 

Questions 
         

                            

●​ What majors are offered? Which are the most popular? 
●​ What are the application deadlines for admission? Is there an interview? 
●​ How can I arrange a campus visit? 
Financial Aid 
●​ What are the costs? 
●​ What financial aid options are offered? When is the financial aid deadline? 
Classroom 
●​ What is the average class size? 
●​ How accessible are professors outside of class? 
●​ Will professors or grad students teach my classes? 
●​ When must I choose a major? 
●​ What student services are offered? (tutoring, career counseling, study workshops) 
●​ How are the libraries? Computer labs? 
Housing 
●​ What type of housing is available? 
●​ Is student housing guaranteed for four years? 
●​ Would I have a roommate? How are they selected? 
●​ How safe is the campus and the surrounding neighborhood? 
●​ What type of meal plans are available? 
Student Life 
●​ What clubs, organizations, activities are there? 
●​ What sports opportunities are offered? (intramural, varsity, etc) 
●​ Are there programs to help students adjust to college life? 
●​ How are the sports facilities? 
●​ What’s it like on campus on the weekends 



 
 
 

 
Choosing Your College Major 
So, What Are You Going to Do With Your Life? 
Some students start college knowing exactly what they'd like to major in. Others don't know 
what to major in, or have a career goal but no knowledge of what majors will get them there. 
Most find themselves switching majors during college. Here are some tips, no matter where 
you fall in this range. 
What is a college major? 
You're required to major in a specific academic subject (or professional field) to demonstrate 

sustained, high-level work in one field. Depending on the college, you might be able to 
major in two fields, have a major and a minor, or even create your own major. 

When should I declare a major? 
At most colleges, you aren't required to declare a major until the end of your sophomore year. 
If you're in a two-year degree program, you'll probably select a major at the start because 
your course of studies is much shorter. 
How do I choose? 
First and second-year students usually take more general courses while they try and decide on a 
major. After this initial shopping period, coursework becomes more focused and specific. 
Make sure that you have genuine interest, though. You don't want to choose a major by 
process of elimination—that could take a while. 
Take courses in areas that appeal to you, then try and focus on a subject that will interest and 
motivate you. You'll do better, and your motivation will continue through college and into a 
job. 
What if I want to go to grad school? 
If you think law school, medical school, or grad school is in your future, some schools offer 
pre-professional advising programs (such as premed or prelaw). These programs are not the 
same as majors—you'll still need to choose a major in another subject. As long as you fulfill a 
grad school's course requirements, it really doesn't matter what you major in. 
Does my major dictate my profession? 
Sometimes. If you specialize in something like nursing, accounting, or engineering, you're 
learning a specific trade and will likely continue with that. Most majors, however, prepare you 
for a range of careers that you can be trained to handle once you graduate. For most students, 
picking a college major is not the same as picking a career. It will be up to you to pursue what 
you like. 
Remember, you're not alone. Choosing a major is usually done with the help of academic and 
peer advisors. 



Why Your College Major Matters 
And How Do You Choose Just One? 
There's considerable debate as to how important this decision really is. Some say it doesn't matter be- 
cause the skills you build are universally valued. Others say it does matter because the major you choose 
can dictate the scope of your opportunities. Which point of view is right depends on your time frame. 
In the Long Run 
As you progress in your career, you build skills and knowledge that transcend your choice of major. After 
about three years of work experience, your degree begins to fade into the backdrop of your resume, and 
after about five years, it is relegated to the fine print. At that point, a degree is more a minimum 
requirement for employment rather than a testament to your knowledge. So, in some ways, your choice of 
major is not so important. 
In the Near Future 
Wait a minute! You still need to begin your career somewhere, gaining the work experience that will be 
valued more highly than your degree. A series of unrelated jobs won't help launch your career nor will a 
career in a field in which you have no interest. Think of it as a rocket trajectory—at launch, you need to 
be pointed in the right direction; otherwise, it will take considerable energy to change your course later 
on. The major you choose can help to direct your career. 
Your Major Matters 
Here are some reasons for taking the decision seriously: 

●​ You're about to invest several years of your life in studying a subject in great detail. You'll be 
most successful in your major, and subsequent career, if you're truly interested. 

●​ College can be a big investment of your time and money, so to maximize your psychological and 
financial payback make sure the major you choose points you in the right direction. 

●​ There are many careers that favor or even require one degree over another. If you're interested in a 
particular career, find out which majors are required or recommended before you choose one. 

Despite the importance of choosing a major, the vast majority of students still make the decision hap- 
hazardly. Frequently, students find the sheer number of options is overwhelming, which makes it easy to 
postpone the decision until well into college. Putting off your decision for too long can result in a choice 
that's convenient but unwise or can delay graduation. 
Take Your Time and Do the Research 
Choosing a major is not a decision that should be made in two hours, two days, or even two weeks. 
Research all your options and keep an open mind. Once you've narrowed the list of majors and careers 
that seem interesting, try each of them on for a while. 
For example, take classes in the major and talk to your professors about the possibilities. Pursue 
internships and jobs where you can get hands-on experience and talk to people working in the field. If 
you're not excited by the subject matter or can't see yourself in that type of career, then move on to others. 
After all, if you start early, you have plenty of time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

🎓 College Interview Checklist – 2025 Edition 
 

 
 

✅ BEFORE THE INTERVIEW 
 Schedule the interview with the college(s) you're interested in — be sure to check whether it's in-person, 
virtual, or phone-based 

  Add the date and time to your digital calendar (Google Calendar, iCal, etc.) with a reminder 24 hours in 
advance 

 ​  Research the college:​
  ​        Explore the college’s official website, especially "About," "Academics," and "Student Life" pages​
                  Take a virtual tour or watch student life videos​
                  Review the course catalog for programs of interest​
                  Check the school’s social media (Instagram, YouTube, TikTok) 

 Make a list of 3–5 reasons you want to attend, and be specific (e.g., “neuroscience research with faculty,” 
“collaborative student culture”) 

  Practice with mock interviews (with a teacher, counselor, friend, or even AI-based tools) 

  Review common questions and prep answers for:​
   - Why this college?​
   - What’s your greatest strength?​
   - Tell me about a challenge you overcame​
   - What are you passionate about? 

  Prepare 2–3 meaningful questions to ask your interviewer (avoid things easily found online) 

   Test your tech (if it’s virtual):​
   - Check Zoom/Google Meet links​
   - Test mic, camera, and internet connection​
   - Set up a quiet, well-lit interview space 

     Plan your outfit: neat, clean, and professional (business casual is ideal — even for virtual) 

     Gather any materials (optional but helpful):​
   - Resume or activities list​
   - Portfolio (for arts or design programs)​
   - Unofficial transcript or test scores (if applicable) 

 

 

 



     🗣️ DURING THE INTERVIEW 
·       Be friendly, authentic, and confident — be yourself! 

·       Talk about your academic strengths and interests 

·       Share your activities, leadership, community service, work experience, or hobbies 

·       Speak clearly and maintain eye contact (or look at the camera if virtual) 

·       Don’t be afraid to pause and think before answering 

·       Use calming techniques like deep breathing if you feel nervous 

·       Show enthusiasm and curiosity — this is a conversation, not a test 

 

 

 

📝 AFTER THE INTERVIEW 
·       Send a thank-you email within 24–48 hours:​
   - Mention something specific from the conversation​
   - Reaffirm your interest in the college 

·       Jot down notes for future reference (especially if you’re applying to multiple colleges) 

·       Download or ask about financial aid resources if they weren’t discussed 

·       Save the interviewer’s contact info (email or business card) for future communication 

 



 

                              ESSAY TIPS!     
 
 
 
 

   Be Creative. But stick to your true personality. 
Admission counselors read hundreds of essays and you want to grab their attention and show 
another dimension of yourself. If you have a great sense of humor and can communicate it 
well, do so. If you’re normally a serious person, create something more insightful. 

 
Bring something new to the table. 
By the time an admissions counselor gets to your essay, he or she will have already read a 
detailed description of your accomplishments, test scores, etc. Make sure your essay gives 
more insight into you. Did you overcome unusual circumstances? Do you have a unique take 
on a classic movie and how it relates to the world? Were you raised in a foreign country that 
gives you a different perspective? Any interesting topic that allows you to expand on what 
you think and who you are. 

 
Address your imperfections head on. 
You’re not perfect, no one is. Admission counselors don’t expect you to be. If you feel you 
need to explain why your test scores are not a true reflection of your ability or that you 
struggled in physics because you are not cut out for a career in quantum physics, now’s the 
chance to do so. Address your imperfections clearly and honestly and explain how you have 
dealt with them. This will demonstrate that you are really ready for college. Finally explain 
why this college is a perfect fit for you and what you will bring to its community. 

 
When you have finished proofreading your essay, proofread it again. 
Submit your essay only when you are certain that it has no grammatical errors or typos. Write 
a first draft and proofread it carefully. Then ask a friend, parent, teacher, or school counselor 
to take a look. Sometimes it may be difficult to catch our own mistakes and a fresh pair of 
eyes and a different perspective can prevent you from submitting an essay with unnec- essary 
mistakes. 



 
 
 
                 

Current Essay Questions posed on Common Application & SUNY Application: 

 
◊​ Some students have a background, identity, or talent that is so meaningful they believe 

their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share 
your story. 

◊​ The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. 

Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, 
and what did you learn from the experience? 

◊​ Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted 

your thinking? What was the outcome? 

◊​ Describe a problem you solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an intellectual 

challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma—anything that is of personal importance, 
no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be 
taken to identify a solution. 

◊​ Discuss an accomplishment or event, or realization that sparked a period of personal 

growth and a new understanding of yourself or others. 

◊​ Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose track of 

time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn 
more? 

◊​ Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you have already written, one 

that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design. 
 

                         *Essays have a maximum of 650 words and minimum of 250 words.  
 

*Some colleges will have an additional supplemental application which could include 
additional essay prompts or a personal statement. These will range in topic and word 
limit as well. 
 
 
 



 
 

Important College Terms 

ACT (American College Test): This is a college admissions test that measures the knowledge, 

under- standing, and skills acquired throughout high school. It is a battery of tests in four areas: 

English, math, reading, comprehension, and natural sciences. It yields a score of 1-36 in each area 

and a composite score. 

SAT :The SAT is a college admissions test that provides a standard of the verbal, mathematical, 

and written abilities of candidates for college admissions.The score range is 200 to 800 for each 

of the three sections. 

Career Program: A certificate, diploma, or Associate Degree program of study to prepare a 

student for employment. Career programs generally are not designated to transfer. 

Credentials: The documentation which accompanies the college application.These usually include a 

transcript with rank and average as well as SAT, ACT, and AP test scores. 

Curriculum: Major course of study 

 

Early Action: A plan whereby a student who submits an application by a specific date prior to 

the regular application deadline will be notified of the admissions decision within 30-45 days 

after the ap- plication is complete. Students are usually accepted or deferred into the regular 

pool of applicants, but some are denied. Students who are denied admission are not reevaluated 

with the regular deci- sion applicant pool.This plan differs from the Early Admission in that 

applicants are not obligated to enroll if accepted. 

Early Admission: A plan whereby a student may begin course work before completing all 

requirements for a high school diploma. 

Early Decision: A plan whereby a student who applies by a certain date prior to the regular 

applica- tion deadline will receive the admissions decision before the regular notifications.This 

plan differs from Early Action in that applicants are committed to attend that college, if 

accepted. Some colleges require that a candidate file no other applications during this period. 

Others require that other appli- cations be withdrawn if accepted. Only exceptionally 

well-qualified candidates who are willing to make this commitment should consider this option. 

Deferred Admission:The practice whereby some colleges allow an accepted student to postpone 

enrollment for one year. 

 

Joint Admissions: A program designed to enable students to transfer to a 4 year institution as a 

full time junior after completing two years at a community college. 



Open Admission:The policy that some college acceptances are offered with the 

provision that the applicant maintain the same standard of character, personal 

involvement, and aca- demic performance agreed upon successful completion of high 

school. 

Rolling Admissions:The practice whereby some colleges process applications as soon as 

all credentials are received and immediately notify the candidate of the committee’s decision. 

Wait List: A practice whereby schools delay accepting some admissible candidates until 

they know how many of the accepted students will enroll. If additional students are 

needed, wait listed candidates will be offered admission. 

 

Honors Program: A program designed to give outstanding students an opportunity to 

en- rich their educational experience through independent research, acceleration or 

advanced study. 

Liberal Arts College: A college that offers a bachelor’s degree upon completion of a pro- 

gram of study primarily limited to four years of undergraduate work. Although the 

student in a liberal arts college takes a concentration of courses in his/her special field 

or major, he/she also takes many more elective courses than the student in specialized 

schools such as a School of Engineering. 

Transcript: An official record of high school; showing final grades, final exam scores, credits 

earned, SAT/ACT/AP scores (if requested) . 

Grade Point Average (GPA):The GPA is computed by totaling the final grades earned in 

each course (since PE and half-year courses are only a half credit we only add in half of 

the grade), then divide the sum by the total number of credits. 

 

Rank: The relative stand of all students in a particular class.The calculation takes 

into ac- count the strength of a students’ program, weighting those grades by their 

level (Regents, Honors, AP). 

SUNY: The State University of New York is composed of 4 university centers, 13 colleges 

of the arts and sciences, 4 centers for the health sciences, 6 agricultural and technical 

colleges, 10 specialized colleges, and 29 community colleges. 

University: An institution charted by its respective state that usually has undergraduate, 

graduate, and professional schools grouped under one administrative structure.Within a 

university there are separate colleges, such as the School of Management. 

Transfer Program: A course of study designed to allow a student to transfer credit earned 

at a 2 year college to a bachelor’s degree program at a 4 year school. 

 

Work Study Program: A college work study is a government supported financial aid pro- 

gram whereby a needy student may work (usually a college related job) while attending 

clas- ses at least half time. 



 

 






	When: March 17th @ 6:30PM   
	Where: Williamsville South HS 
	When:  November 6th @ 6:30PM  
	Where: Williamsville North HS 
	AUGUST—FALL OF SENIOR YEAR 
	♦​Students apply for financial aid in December of senior year. 

	                                         www.sat.org/register 
	●​March 14 
	●​May 2 
	●​June 6 

	  
	​ 
	●​February 14 
	●​April 11 
	●​June 13 
	Regular Registration:    5/8 Late Registration:          5/29 


	●​Williamsville South School Code Number is 335982 
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